Walnut Grove Secondary School

Course Outline
Course Title/Teacher

Social Studies 8 - Ms. Hoodikoff
Course overview or summary

Social Studies 8 looks at the rise and fall of civilizations at different times and at different places. We will integrate history, geography, cultural studies and politics as we try and understand societies past and present. 
Outline of course content and skills 

      Geography skills :  The use of symbols, scale, contours, time zones, grid systems, legends, and graphs, as students look at their place in society and the world


Civilizations: major religions, cultures, trade, exploration past and present

The "Dark Ages": from the fall of Rome through medieval times

The Middle Ages: feudalism, religion, medieval culture, medieval women


The Decline of the Middle Ages:  The Crusades, growth of towns, changes in technology, effects of trade, Black Death, 

The Beginning of Modern Europe:  Renaissance and age of exploration 

Current Events:  on-going discussions and assignments
Procedures for Assessment and Evaluation


The variety of evaluation strategies that will be used to assess student progress in this course include tests and quizzes, note-taking and writing assignments, oral presentations, and research projects.  Class work and homework are required and will also be assessed.


Participation in both individual and group work will be expected.

While report cards will be issued and marks will be given at the end of each term, some marks in this class will be cumulative, which means they will carry over from term to term. Marks will change as new content is learned and new skills are mastered. Summative marks will be carried over, though weightings may change; formative marks (eg. homework marks) will start fresh for each term. The marks breakdown for the year will be as follows:


Term1 + Term 2 + Term 3 = 80%

Final Assessment = 20%*
*a final assessment will be a combination of research, writing, project work, and testing

Formative: the process (homework, quizzes, notes, agenda use etc.)
30%


Summative: tests, assignments, projects




70%


Students are expected to hand in assignments by due dates.  Penalties may be assessed on late assignments.  Tutorial Wednesdays are mandatory for students with any missing work.  Students who do not attend tutorials or make prompt arrangements to complete missing work will not be given additional assignments at a later date. 
Important information specific to this course 


Regular attendance and punctuality are important to student success.  Catching up on work missed is the responsibility of the student. Parents are expected to call in to the office to report absences. It should be understood that some work done in Social Studies cannot be made up out of class time. I am available every tutorial and most days after school. 

Students are expected to keep up with the course load by doing assignments and homework on time. Homework checks happen regularly.  Students' use of an agenda is expected.


Students must be prepared to participate and have necessary supplies with them.


Behaviour in class must be consistent with the desire to succeed in this course.

Course connections to Langley Graduate Profile


Students should learn to respect ideas from other cultures, making them ethical and responsible citizens.  Learned critical thinking skills and problem solving techniques will help students become effective thinkers and self-directed individuals in society.  Historical awareness will help the student realize that the world is constantly changing and that lifelong learning is required to achieve their personal and career goals.
For further information please contact me








 e-mail:  nhoodikoff@sd35.bc.ca
Marks will be updated at interim time and at the end of each term at:




mshoodikoff.weebly.com

