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Prescribed Learning Outcomes

Defining Social Justice

It is expected that students will:

A1 demonstrate understanding of concepts and terminology of social justice, including

−anthropocentrism

−equity and equality

−ethics

−diversity

−dignity and worth

−hegemony

−human rights

−oppression

−peace

A2 demonstrate effective research skills, including

−accessing information

−assessing information

−collecting data

−evaluating data

−organizing and presenting information

A3 apply critical thinking skills to a range of social justice issues, situations, and topics

A4 analyse selected social justice issues from an ethical perspective

A5 assess how belief systems can affect perspectives and decisions in relation to social justice issues

A6 conduct a self-assessment of their own attitudes and behaviours related to social justice

A7 demonstrate attributes and behaviours that promote social justice, including

−recognizing injustice

−fair-mindedness

−embracing diversity

−empathy

−taking action
Recognizing and Analysing Social Injustice

It is expected that students will:

B1 describe social injustice based on characteristics including

−age

−marital or family status

−mental or physical ability

−political belief

−race and ethnicity

−religion and faith

−sex

−sexual orientation

−socioeconomic status

B2 analyse causes of social injustice

B3 describe consequences of social injustice
B4 analyse specific examples of injustice in Canada related to characteristics such as

−age

−marital or family status

−mental or physical ability

−political belief

−race and ethnicity

−religion and faith

−sex

−sexual orientation

−socioeconomic status

B5 analyse the roles played by legislation, the courts, public policy, and other forms of government action in promoting or failing to promote social justice in Canada

B6 analyse social justice issues related to globalism and globalization

B7 assess the contributions of particular individuals and groups who are identified with struggles for social justice

Moving toward a Socially Just World

It is expected that students will:

C1 assess various methods and models of promoting social justice

C2 apply systemic analysis to propose solutions to specific cases of social injustice

C3 implement an appropriate plan for action on a selected local, provincial, national, or international social justice issue

C4 assess lifelong opportunities related to social justice
Course Outline

Units of Study

Introduction – the concepts and terminology of social justice

Social Justice Theories

Justice: an introduction

· The language of justice – how we talk about justice and social justice in daily life

· What is social justice?  

· Concepts of justice – fairness, desert, merit, right, equality 


Theories of social or distributive justice

· Utilitarianism

· Justice as lottery

· Justice as rights

· Justice as desert

· John Rawls' theory of justice

· Marxism and social justice

Morals, Ethics, & Belief Systems 

The Canadian Government & Social Justice

The United Nations & Social Justice 
Globalism & Globalization

Social justice in global perspective

· Economic development 

· Global development and social justice: the case of Third World debt

Ableism

Belief-ism (religion & faith; politics)

Heterosexism (sexual orientation)

Racism 


Discrimination and social justice

· What is discrimination?

· Is discrimination inevitable?
· Policy and social justice: the case of affirmative action
Sexism 
Classism (Socioeconomic Injustice) 


Equality of opportunity and social justice

· Measuring equal opportunity 

· Economic development and social justice: the case of social mobility

Study local, provincial, national, and international social justice issues
For each issue, we will follow a similar pattern:
· describe the injustice 
· analyse causes

· examine consequences

· assess current methods of promoting social justice

· propose solutions 

· make a plan for action 

· act
Assessments
Social Image Notebook: 

This activity is designed to increase students’ awareness when it comes to the way certain social groups are represented/misrepresented in society. Students are asked to collect examples from the media and social settings that illustrate the way various social groups are portrayed. An image could be an advertisement, a picture, or an article. It could also be a verbal behavior: a joke, a proverb, or a story about a certain group of people. The Social Image Notebook will be a collection of examples around issues related to gender, sexual orientation, race/ethnicity, religion, ability, and class. 

Major Research Project

Pick a major injustice topic.  Research it.  Propose a plan of action.  Act.  Record 
results.  Draw conclusions from your attempt.

Rationale


The aim of Social Justice 12 is to raise students’ awareness of social injustice, to enable them to analyse situations from a social justice perspective, and to provide them with knowledge, skills, and an ethical framework to advocate for a socially just world. 





A progressive, democratic country values diversity and inclusion. It also fosters caring and fair communities. Social Justice 12 promotes the pursuit of social justice as an important responsibility for all, and encourages students to develop the commitment and ability to work toward a more just society. The course includes an emphasis on action, providing opportunities for students to examine models of social change and implement strategies to address social injustice.





A successful Social Justice 12 course will provide opportunities for students to examine their own beliefs and values, as well as the origins of those beliefs. In addition, it will allow them to support or challenge their beliefs and values through reflection, discussion, and critical analysis. This course builds on students’ innate sense of justice, motivating them to think and act ethically, and empowering them to realize their capacity to effect positive change in the world.





Goals for Social Justice 12


The goals of Social Justice 12 are to enable students to 


acquire knowledge that allows them to recognize and understand the causes of injustice


apply critical thinking and ethical reasoning skills to a variety of social justice issues 


develop an understanding of what it means to act in a socially just manner


become responsible agents of change, making positive contributions toward a socially just world.





Subject Matter


See attached list of Prescribed Learning Outcomes.





Procedures for Assessment and Evaluation





In the WGSS Socials Department, we base our marks on a balance between formative and summative evaluation.  Term marks in this class will be based on the following:


Formative (homework, journals, progress checks, rough drafts) 	15%


Summative (tests & quizzes)					25%


Summative (essays, presentations, major projects, etc.)		60%





Term 1 - 25%       Term 2 - 25%      Term 3 - 25%      Final Exam - 25%	























Supplies List





3-ring binder, binder dividers, lined paper, agenda


pencil case (with pencils and pens), pencil crayons





Contact Info





Tim Bonnar


� HYPERLINK "mailto:tbonnar@sd35.bc.ca" ��tbonnar@sd35.bc.ca�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wgss.ca/tbonnar" ��www.wgss.ca/tbonnar�


604-882-0220 ext. 256
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